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Greetings Sheep farmers of Canada, it has been a very busy year once again for us at the Canadian Sheep 
Federation.  

First off, I would like to welcome the Canadian Sheep Breeders Association and the Canadian Cooperative 
Wool Growers back to the federation as Affiliate Members. Their directors as well as new directors from 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan Manitoba and New Brunswick will help shape the future for the Canadian 
Sheep Federation. Many thanks to our new Associate members for their contributions to CSF work over the 
past year and in the years to come.  

I would like to extend my gratitude to the outgoing Directors for their dedication and commitment to the 
CSF. They have spent countless hours volunteering to make our industry and organization stronger. 

In December of 2017 I traveled to Mexico City where I joined with leaders from the Beef and Pork sectors 
along with Hon Minster Lawrence MacAulay we discussed with Mexican produc-ers and officials’ strategies 
for market access into their country. They are looking for feasible ways to bring our products to their 
country, especially breeding stock, and hopefully we can both lobby the American Government for access 
through their country. While there we toured Alimentaria, a very large national food and agriculture product 
fair, I was very impressed with the quality of livestock they had on display. Canada had a booth at the fair 
showcasing some of our country’s goods. 

Through the spring and summer we worked with the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency, as mandated by 
the government, to house our Canadian Sheep Identification Program data. After a lot of negotiations, we 
came to an agreement. Our goal is to make the full transition period as affordable as possible to our producers. 
We have applied for funding for a Sheep Industry Health and Welfare Strategy project and will be applying for 
funding for a traceability project with a goal of getting us more benefits from the tags we use. I know it has 
been a difficult year with droughts and other weather extremes across our Country making decisions difficult 
for many people. 

I wish you the best in the coming year.  

Sincerely,

Phil Kolodychuk
Chairman, Canadian Sheep Federation
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That’s a Wrap
This year marked the winding down and wrap up of two CSF projects funded through Agricuculture and 
Agri-Food Canada's Growing Forward 2 AgriAssurance Program; the Scrapie Eradication Strategic Plan 
Delivery and the Food Safe Farm Practices (FSFP) Program Expansion projects.  

Some Scrapie Eradication Strategic Plan Delivery project's successes included:
• Supporting an enhanced national scrapie surveillance strategy that met sampling targets, increased

surveillance in under-sampled regions and scrapie species group, and supplied up-to-date data for the re-
estimation of scrapie prevalence in Canada;

• Domestic promotion of the Scrapie Flock Certification Program and its advantages in controlling scrapie
risk;

• Gained recognition of Canada's Scrapie Flock Certification Program equivilency to the USDA SFCP in
preparation for the U.S re-opening access; and

• Successful promotion of the SFCP as a market access tool with both the U.S and Mexico, including
participation in trade-promoting activities and trade missions.

For more information about scrapie eradication 
efforts and programs, visit our website at 
www.scrapiecanada.ca
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The Food Safe Farm Practices (FSFP) Program Expansion saw the evolution of the FSFP into 
the country's new Canadian Verified Sheep Program (CVSP).  The CVSP is the industry's 
newest tool in quality assurance, providing sheep farmers and ranchers valuable training in on-

farm food safety, animal care and welfare, and biosecurity, providing 
Canadian consumers assurances that CVSP-raised animals are produced with the ut most care 

and handling. The online training platform was upgraded to enhance the user experience and 
expanded to ensure online training is available in both official languages.  The program's 
recognition by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency's Food Safety Recognition Program 
was expanded to include new animal car e and biosecur i t y modules and the food saftey 
progra m was updated through a review of changes.  This means that the CFIA recognizes t he 
CVSP as meeting their standards for an on-farm food safety program and accepts the 

animal welfare and biosecurity material.  Finally, the project supported the Canadian 
Verified Sheep Program making it through the CFIA challenging Technical Review Part II. 
Now, not only does the CFIA recognize the program content, it recognizes the 
Management System put in place by the CSF to deliver the program.  Successful indeed!  To 
learn more about the Canadian Verified Sheep Program, visit the CSF website at 
www.cansheep.ca or the CVSP online training program at fsfp.cansheep.ca.

With two more successful projects under our belt, we're ready to take on new challenges.  
Stay tuned for new programming!
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Forging new partnerships:

This was a year of forging new partnerships with producers and organizations from around the world.  
There are so many issues and challenges facing Canadian producers that equally affect sheep farmers 
and ranchers in other countries.  This year, we spent some time looking at these issues through a more 
global lens with help from similarly challenged producers, organizations and government 
agencies in other countries.  We’ve had a chance to brainstorm traceability challenges, opportunities, 
technology and systems with a delegation from the UK’s Agriculture & Horticulture Development Board 
and Department for  Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, and the National Farmer’s Union of England and 
Wales.  We’ve shared strategies for dealing with farmed/wild sheep conflicts with the American Sheep 
Industry (ASI) and Alaskan USDA veterinarians.   And we’ve discussed strategies for addressing lab-
cultured animal protein alternatives with our partners in the UK, U.S. and Australia.  More importantly, 
these common issues served as catalyst to interest in future collaboration.
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Securing Foreign Market Opportunities:

MERCOSUR
Argentina
Brazil
Paraguay
Uruguay
Venezuela

ASEAN 
Indonesia 
Malaysia 
Philippines 
Singapore 
Thailand

PACIFIC ALLIANCE 
Chile 
Columbia Mexico 
Peru 
Australia
New Zealand 
Singapore

Canada's trade interests are expanding and federal agencies have been busy through the last 

year negotiating (and re-negotiating) a number of trade agreements.  The Canadian Sheep 

Federation  contributed to a number of these trade consultations and negotiations, securing future trade 

opportunities for Canadian sheep farmers and ranchers.  In addition to ensuring Canadian sheep and 

lamb products are included on lists of trade-eligible products, we met one-on-one with trade 

negotiators for detailed  discussions about specific trade opportunities, existing trade irritants and 

future SPS Chapter details specific to the sector.  In addition to time spent on US (see the 

Scrapie Eradication Strategic Plan Implementation project update) and Mexico (see our Chairman’s 

Report) markets, we worked on trade opportunities with MERCOSUR, the Pacific Alliance and ASEAN.  Its 
important that our industry is included in these agreements now if we're to capitalize on future 

opportunities. 

USMCA
United States of America
Mexico
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Our Core

The Canadian Sheep Federation is an organization of farmers and ranchers helping farmers and 
ranchers.  The organization's volunteer Board of Directors is made up of Directors appointed by 

members and appointees must own sheep.  Board members are producers just like you, facing all of 
the same challenges with you.  They are expected to make some really important decisions that will 
shape the future of the industry for years to come.  This can mean setting aside their own personal or 
regional interests for the sake of the industry.  That's a lot to ask.

CSF priorities are set by its members, Canadian producers.  The organization's strategic plan, 
built by producers, guides CSF's priorities.  Issues dealt with by the Board are those brought to 

the table by farmers and ranchers, governments, other industries, consumers, vets and all manner 
of stakeholder.  The focus has always been to support and where needed, defend Canadian 
producers.  The CSF is also the federal government's primary point of contact for all things sheep 
production.  The organization is constantly asked what it thinks of positions, programs, policies 
and regulations.  In each of these cases, the CSF asks its members to weigh-in.  

This year alone, the CSF has worked on an incredibly wide array of issues ranging from decisions on 
what types of ID tags we should have in Canada to a coordinated international approach to dealing 

with the impact of cell-cultured proteins on sheep production...and everything in between.  The issues 
and work is endless and infinitely important to how you do business.  

The CSF is an inclusive organization, everyone is welcome.  More importantly, all Canadian sheep 

farmers and ranchers are invited to be part of the process.  There are no special interests at the CSF, 
only industry-wide priorities.  Establishing and executing these priorities are something that you 
should be part of because they will absolutely impact your bottom line.  To become involved, be a 
member.   This could be through your provincial association if they're a member, as an Affiliate 
Member or as an Associate Member.  To learn more about the CSF and membership, visit our website 
at www.cansheep.ca.  To stay up to date with our activities, join our mailing list and follow us on 
Facebook.  
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Where is traceability?

A popular question?   Since the fall of 2013, the CSF has 

worked with stakeholders preparing for an 

expected regulatory amendment to Part XV of 

the Health of Animals Regulations, better known 

as traceability regulations.  When the 

consultation process was launched in the fall of 

2013, the CFIA signaled that we should 

expect changes to regulations in 2016.  Clearly, 

that time has come and gone.  A number of 

delays along the way mean that we're still in a 

holding pattern where rule changes are 

concerned.  However, the work of managing 

the Canadian Sheep Identification Program remains 

and preparations are being made to prepare for 

implementing program changes when new 

regulations come into force.

This work includes formalizing an agreement with the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency that sets 

out how the Canadian Sheep Identification Program (CSIP) is delivered, now and into the near future.  

The agreement was mandated by the CFIA and was ratified by late summer of 2018.  It is intended to 

ensure that farmers and ranchers have the tools they need to follow current and future regulations.

The CSF's CSIP Working Group continues to consult on program issues and make recommendations to 

the CSF Board on things like tag approvals and revocations, proposed regulations and program policy.  

This Working Group is made up of producers and provincial organization representatives from both 

member and non-member provinces, as well observers from the CFIA and AAFC.  The Working Group is 

also a forum for traceability related information sharing where we keep industry up-to-date on the 

future of traceability.

As a member of the Regulatory Implementation Committee we work with the federal government, 

provincial governments and other sectors preparing for the next wave of regulations.  And when is 

that, exactly?  The latest estimation from CFIA is that regulations are expected to be announced in the 

Canada Gazette in late winter or early spring of 2019, followed by a 75-day comment period, then the 

regulations will become law probably by early 2020.  In the meantime, the CSF is planning a host of 

activities to help prepare the industry for new regulations.  To keep up-to-date on what's new and 

what's coming, join our mailing list and follow us on Facebook. 
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Partnerships here at home

The sheep industry is not alone in the challenges it faces.  Partnering with other 
agriculture organizations and other sectors allows us to leverage strength and 
helps us accomplish more for less.  Here's a sampling of our partnerships here at 
home:
• IGAC
• IGAC Management Group
• IGAC Communications Working Group
• National Identification Management Advisory Committee (NIDMAC)
• Regulatory Implementation Committee (Traceability)
• Canadian Cattle Identification Agency Board of Directors
• Chronic Wasting Disease Voluntary Herd Certification Program Working Group
• Canadian Global Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database (CgFARAD)
• CgFARAD Advisory Board
• National Farm Animal Care Council
• National Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Council
• Food Sector Network
• Canadian Livestock Market Information

Advisory Committee
• National Plant and Animal Health Strategy (NPAHS)

Coordination Through Partnership Working Group
• National Plant and Animal Health Strategy (NPAHS) Steering Committee
• Public Trust Steering Committee
• CAHSS Minimum AMU Surveillance Data

Working Group
• CFIA Electronic Service Delivery Platform External Stakeholder Advisory Committee
• Agriculture Trade Negotiations Consultative Group
• AAFC Cost Recovery Working Group
• Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance (TFAMR) eWG on Proposed draft Guidelines on Integrated

surveil-lance of antimicrobial resistance
• Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Output-Based Standards Food Processing

Sector Working Group
• Canadian Animal Health Products Regulatory Advisory Sub-Committee on Antimicrobial Resistance
• Animal Health Canada
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Canadian Sheep Federation Programs and Brands

The Canadian Sheep Federation manages and delivers a number of industry programs.  Detailed information 
about each of these programs can be found on our website at www.cansheep.ca.

Canadian Sheep Identification Program
Canadian Verified Sheep Program
Scrapie Flock Certification Program
Chronic Wasting Disease Voluntary Herd Certification Program (SK, MB, ON, QC)

Canadian Sheep Federation on the interweb
www.cansheep.ca
www.freshcanadianlamb.ca
www.scrapiecanada.ca
fsfp.cansheep.ca
www.facebook.com/cansheep.ca/
twitter: @cansheep
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Independent Auditor’s Report

IBDO 
Tel./Tel: 613-932-8691 
Telec. /Fax: 613-932-7591 
www.bdo.ca 

BDO Canada s.r.l./S.E.N.C.R.L./LLP 
132 Second St. East, Suite 301 
Cornwall ON K6H 1Y4 Canada 

Independent Auditor's Report 

To the members of 
Canadian Sheep Federation 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Canadian Sheep Federation, which comprise the statement 
of financial position as at August 31, 2018, and the statements of operations, changes in fund balances and cash flows 
for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance 
with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal control as management 
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we comply with ethical 
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements 
are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk 
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Canadian 
Sheep Federation as at August 31, 2018, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations. 

Other Matter 
The financial statements of Canadian Sheep Federation for the year ended August 31, 2017 were audited by another 
auditor who expressed an unmodified opinion on those statements on October 18, 2017. 

BDO�LLP 

Chartered Professional Accountants, Licensed Public Accountants 

Cornwall, Ontario 
October 25, 2018 
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Financial Statements
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Canadian	Sheep	Federation	
Serving	Canada’s	sheep	farmers	and	ranchers	

The Canadian Sheep Federation is the sheep industry’s primary lead in federal 
government consultations and policy setting, national program development 
and delivery, and international trade negotiations and standard setting. 

The Canadian Sheep Federation provides its member organizations with: 
 One nationally aligned and recognized voice for Canadian sheep

producers;
 Leadership for the legislative changes that impact sheep farming and

ranching in Canada;
 Representation at the federal level;
 Implementing an industry strategy for viability and growth;
 Support for member organizations’ work to make the sheep industry

a more competitive and successful part of Canadian Agriculture.

Check out our news outlets for more information: 

www.cansheep.ca 
fsfp.cansheep.ca 
www.freshcanadianlamb.ca 
www.scrapiecanada.ca 
www.facebook.com/cansheep.ca 

To learn more, contact the Canadian Sheep Federation today. 
888.684.7739 | info@cansheep.ca | www.cansheep.ca 

Meet	your	Canadian	Sheep	Federation		
Board	of	Directors	

Here are your Canadian Sheep Federation Board of Directors, listed by
appointing member: 

Chairman, Independent – Phil Kolodychuk  philk@abnorth.com 
British Columbia Sheep Federation – Sheri Schweb  
sherischweb@hotmail.com 
Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board – Liezel Kennedy  
liezelh@gmail.com 
Manitoba Sheep Association – Morgan Moore 
morganambermoore@gmail.com 
New Brunswick Sheep Breeders Association – Jocelyn McGraw 
jjmcgraw@nbnet.nb.ca 
Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia – Joseph Leck  
woolywondersns@gmail.com 
Prince Edward Island Sheep Breeders Association – Harry Elsinga 
harrye@live.ca 
Sheep Producers Association of Newfoundland Labrador – Wilson Reid  
westalbafarm@gmail.com 
Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Limited – Brian Greaves  
silverbendranch@gmail.com 
Canadian Sheep Breeders’ Association – Ted Skinner  charollais@live.ca 
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